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WELCOME TO

Holyoakes Field
First School and Nursery

Vision and mission statement

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds

1. By being a Happy, Friendly, Fun and Safe place
to be.

2. By building a strong learning community based
on our core values, culture and ethos.

3. By offering an evolving, exciting and ambitious
curriculum rooted on our core values, culture and
ethos.




A warm welcome and thank you for your interest in our school. | hope that you are
able to find all of the information you need and both the website and the prospectus
give you an insight into our school life. If you want to find out more why not come
and visit the school during the day.

During the current COVID-19 Pandemic visits to the school may not be possible.

Holyoakes is a well established and successful school with a rich and interesting
history. The school is currently situated within easy reach of Redditch town centre
and celebrated it’s centenary in 2013. Since then the long awaited plans for a brand
new school building are finally coming to fruition. Our new school is being built at the
top of Cookridge Close on Brockhill. We are hoping to move to our new site in the
Spring 2022.

Holyoakes Field First School joined the Bordesley Multi Academy Trust (BMAT) in
May 2019.

A child’s first experiences of school are very important. We strive to instil a genuine
love of learning in all our pupils so that they go on to be confident and independent
learners. How children learn is as important as what they are learning and we want
that learning to be engaging, enjoyable and meaningful. These first milestones are the
building blocks upon which our pupils will go on to build successful and rewarding
lives. The memories that our children will accumulate whilst they are with us are
what gives the school its heart. We take a huge amount of pride in our school and the
most important individuals within it, the children! We look forward to celebrating
their achievements both in and out of the classroom with you their parents and car-
ers.

Our most recent OFSTED report (November 2017) confirmed that we were a ‘Good’
school and described our work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare
was reported as outstanding. This recognition continues to inspire the staff team to
ensure that pupil well-being is at the heart of everything we do.

| look forward to meeting you and being part of your child’s learning
journey.

Mrs Tasnim Koser




Worcestershire County Council conducts the Admissions and Transfer systems.

Admission to Foundation Stage (Nursery)

Our Nursery offers 52 part-time places
each year, taking in pupils three times
during the academic year.

Admissions to Foundation Stage (Reception)

Most children transfer from Nursery to Reception but
there is no guarantee of a place. Admission criteria are
set and administered by the County  Admissions Office
and are detailed in the booklet sent to all parents. This
can also be found at www.worcestershire.gov.uk/
schooladmissions.

If a child starts later in the term a visit to
the Nursery and a chat with the teacher is
offered. They remain in Nursery until they
start Reception Class.

We also now offer full-time places for
those children who meet the criteria.
Please see the Nursery Admissions Policy.

End of Year Transfer

At the end of each school year the children
spend two days with their new class
teacher in preparation for the following
September.

Access and Inclusion

Transfer from another school

You and your child will be invited to view
the school at work and talk with the Head
Teacher. Applications have to be made

We have made a number of
alterations to our school including
wider doors and ramps. This means

through Worcestershire County Council by . that children with physical

completing a CA1 form. This can be found at Transfer from Reception to Year One disabilities can be accommodated.
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/ , . All reasonable adjustments will be
info/20099/school_admissions During the Autumn term in Year 1 we made to support pupils with addi-

incorporate child initiated activities into
the learning to ensure continuity,
progression and support with transition.

tional needs.

Transfer to Middle School

During the Autumn term of your
child’s last year with us, you will
receive information about Middle
School transfer. You will be invited
to visit local middle schools to enable
you to specify your choices in order
of preference.


http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions

School Day

Nursery:
AM session - 8:30-11:30 or
12:00 if staying for lunch.

PM session - 12:15-3.15pm or A S [ P g

11:30 if having lunch. “ﬁlﬁﬂ!ﬁ- =

(Lunch is chargeable at £2 per day) — ’ o “":I!“"l Bl :
Full Day—8.30am —3.15pm e ———

School: 8:45-3pm (Doors open at
8:35am).

School Attendance

Regular attendance and good time keeping are very important. Please make sure that the children get to school on

time. Every day counts!

Absence
In the case of ilness, please telephone the school office on 01527 62928 or text on 07860005187 as soon as possible
on the first day your child is unwell. If we do not hear from you a text will be sent asking you to call.

If your child is vomiting or has had diarrhoea due to virus please keep him/her away from school for 48 hours after the

last episode.

Children must not attend school if they are unwell. If your child or someone in your household is displaying symp-
toms of coronavirus, you must remain at home and self-isolate. If your child has symptoms please book a test at
www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119.

Late Arrival
Arrival after 8:45am is regarded as late and Parents are required to sign their children in at the school office.

Holidays
We strongly discourage parents from taking their children out of school during term time as this can affect their

academic progress. Leave of absence will only be granted in exceptional circumstances.

Medical
Please let us know if your child has a diagnosed medical condition. Children suffering from Asthma or allergies are
expected to have their own clearly labelled medication in school with a completed medical form supplied by the office.

Appointments
Where possible we would like to ask that dentist, medical and other appointments are made outside of school hours.

On the odd occasion that this is not possible a note may be sent to school along with a copy of the
appointment letter/card prior to the day of absence.

Headlice
All schools have problems with headlice and it is therefore advisable to regularly check your child’s hair. We recom-
mend that children with long hair wear it tied back as a preventative measure.
If you do find headlice in your child’s hair please inform your child’s class teacher straight away.

Wellbeing
Please choose your child’s television viewing and digital gaming with care and ensure that children get a good nights

sleep so they come to school refreshed. Also ensure your child gets plenty of exercise and a healthy diet. It is im-
portant that your child bring a bottle of water to school to keep them refreshed throughout the day.



http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus%20or%20by%20calling%20119

Safety

All parents and visitors must enter
the school by the main entrance.

For the safety of all our pupils we
request that parents/carers taking
their children to school by car ob-
serve the zigzag lines outside our
school.

Dogs are not allowed on the school
site, other than guide dogs.

Holyoakes Field First School has a
strict No Smoking or Vaping Policy.

Structured Conversations and
Reports

We run two sessions each academic year
where parents and carers have the
opportunity to discuss their child’s progress
with his or her teacher. These meetings are
held in the Autumn and Spring term.

Parents are encouraged to feel free to chat to
their child’s teacher at the end of the day or
make an appointment to see them at any
point throughout the year.

Parents in Partnership

Parents are encouraged to be fully
involved in the life of the school. If
you would like to help in school,
please get in touch with the school
office.

Communication
A newsletter is published every other
week on the school website, emailed to
all parents and uploaded to Our-
school app.

Dates for your diary can be found on
the school website.

Policies
School Policies, agreed by the
Governing Body, are available for
inspection on our website and from
the school office.

If you are in receipt of:
® |ncome Support

Child Tax Credit

Safeguarding

Staff are trained in safeguarding and
follow the guidelines set out in the
school’s safeguarding policy to ensure
children’s safety and wellbeing at all
times. We work closely with families
and all agencies involved and strive to
provide positive opportunities for all
our children and families.

A copy of all policies are held in the
school office.

Pupil Premium

Job Seekers Allowance — Income Based

Employment and Support Allowance — Income Related

Support under part V1 of the immigration and Asylum Act 1999
Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

but not entitled to working tax credit and have an annual income
that does not exceed £16,190, then you will be able to receive addi-
tional entitlements for your child. These include £25.00 towards
school uniform purchased from school, subsidised trips, free milk and
free hot lunch when your child moves into KS2.

If you think you qualify please collect a claims form from
Mrs. Chesterton in the office. PLEASE CLAIM if you are entitled
because it helps our school as we receive £1330 extra for each child.



Blue sweatshirt

Red polo shirt

Grey trousers/shorts (no jogging bottoms)
Black shoes (no trainers)

Grey socks

Blue sweatshirt or cardigan

Red polo shirt

Grey skirt/pinafore dress

Tailored Trousers (no leggings or jogging bottoms)
Black shoes (no trainers)

White or grey socks/tights

Blue and white checked dress (summer uniform

Swimming Lessons

Pupils in years 2,3 and 4 will receive weekly
swimming lessons and will therefore require a
swimming kit consisting of a swimming costume/

Girls - Red polo shirt, grey skirt or trousers, royal blue
sweatshirt or cardigan ( blue and white checked dress in
summer - optional)

P.E. Kit Indoor/Summer: White t-shirt, dark shorts and
pumps.

P.E. Kit Outdoor/Winter: Black hoodie, black jogging
bottoms, black pumps (REC, YR1) years 3&4 only)

Kit should be kept in a P.E bag which can be purchased in
the office.

Boys - Red polo shirt, grey trousers, royal blue sweatshirt
(grey shorts in summer optional).

P.E. Kit Indoor/Summer: White t-shirt, dark shorts and
pumps.

P.E. Kit Outdoor/Winter: Black hoodie, black jogging
bottoms, black pumps (REC, YR1 AND yr2) Trainers (years
3&4 only)

Kit should be kept in a P.E bag which can be purchased in
the office.

PE kit must be kept in school at all times, it will sent home
from time to time for washing.

trunks and a towel.

During the pandemic this may not be possible.

Food and Drink
Breakfast
All children are welcome to free cereal at 8:35am every
morning. Cereal is available for any pupils who have
missed breakfast.
Break Time
The school encourages and supports children eating a
healthy diet and therefore children in Early Years and
Key Stage 1 are provided with a piece of fruit as a snack
each day free of charge. Children in Key Stage 2 may
wish to bring their own piece of fruit or vegetable each
day. No other snacks are permitted.
Lunchtime
Children can pay for a hot meal or bring a packed lunch
into school (clearly marked). A drink may be brought
into school, please ensure that they are sent in a
non-breakable, non-spill flask or plastic bottle. Please
note, we do not allow sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks
in school. School dinners are free to all children in
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. There is a daily charge of
£2.20 for children in Year 3 and Year 4. Meals need to be
paid for in advance via Parentpay. If you are claiming
Income Support, Job Seekers Allowance, Pensions Credit,
Child Tax Credits or other benefits you may be entitled
to Free School meals - please ask the school office for
information.

Clubs
At Holyoakes Field First School we aim to
provide all our children with a range of
opportunities in which they can achieve success.
In addition to our broad and balanced curriculum
we offer a range of lunch time and out-of-school
clubs and encourage the children to become fully
involved in all the school can offer. Details of the
clubs offered appear on regular newsletters and
on the school website.




Curriculum Organisation

The National Curriculum provides the school with the
outline of knowledge, skills and understanding that we
are required to teach in school.

We aim to teach our curriculum in an engaging,
interesting and stimulating way, primarily through a
thematic approach. Many of our topics change regularly
to excite and stimulate the children in their learning.

Our planning and teaching ensures that the children
make progress within their learning against key skills, as
well as deepening their knowledge and understanding of
the different subjects, as they move through the school.

We also offer many wider opportunities beyond the
classroom to broaden and enrich the curriculum for our
children.

Homework

We believe that the purpose of homework is to develop
within the child self-discipline along with organisational
and research skills. We believe that through the
discipline of homework the child will be well prepared
for the demands of middle and high school. In order to
achieve these aims we will actively seek the support of
parents. We have produced a structured homework
policy, which is applied consistently throughout the
school. The policy is reviewed annually.

Special Educational Needs, Disability
and Inclusion

Miss Hughes (Deputy Head) is our SENCO.
Her role is to ensure that all children are able to
access their learning at school. Miss Hughes
works closely with families and this process
enables everyone to achieve and reach their
potential.

We are an inclusive school and as such, we
welcome all children to Holyoakes Field First
School. We work closely with other schools,
agencies and professionals to ensure we meet
the needs of all children.

Physical Education

All children have a minimum of 2 hours of
timetabled PE or physical activity each week.

PE kit should be clearly named and kept in school
at all times in a suitable PE/gym bag. For safety
and security, children must not wear jewellery.
Earrings must be removed for PE, or covered in
tape.

RE and Relationships & Health Education

Religious Education is non denominational. Every day pupils
attend a collective act of worship. Parents have the right to
withdraw their child from religious education and/or
collective worship, but must notify the Headteacher of such
requested course of action.

Health and Relationships Education is about children’s
physical, moral and emotional development. It is taught
through a planned personal, social and health education
programme and stresses the importance of family life, stable
and loving relationships, respect, love and care.

Further details are available on our website.




Support for Parents and Families

Holyoakes Field is committed to supporting our families through a number of ways. Professionals make
regular visits to classes to help and support our teachers and children.

School Family Support Worker
Our Family Support Worker provides invaluable work both in school and at home with many families.

Speech Therapist
Our Speech Therapist visits the school every two weeks.

Educational Psychologist
Gemma Westwood is our Educational Psychologist.

Educational Welfare Officer
We have fortnightly visits from our Educational Welfare Officer to check registers, to monitor attendance and
punctuality.

Early Help Offer
This is published on our website and sign posts parents and carers to a number of agencies who can support

families that may need additional support.

Behaviour and Attitudes

At Holyoakes Fielded we believe that the best way
to encourage good standards of behaviour is to
establish and maintain a clear code of conduct,
enhanced by a balanced combination of rewards
and sanctions within a positive community
atmosphere.

Our aim is to develop in pupils a sense of
self-discipline, where children are encouraged to
make reasoned choices about their behaviour and
accept responsibility for their own actions.

We also aim to raise both adult and child self-
esteem, or self-image, through the development
of supportive and positive relationships. An adult
or child with good self-esteem will be confident in
their ability to succeed.

The partnership between home and school is of
great importance to the success of our policy.




We aim to treat our community courteously at all times and expect our staff to be treated in
the same manner. We take seriously any threatening, abusive or violent behaviour against
any of our staff. If anyone is threatening or abusive, they will be asked to leave the premises
and the governing body will be notified of the incident.

Please also refer to our Parental Behaviour Policy on the website for
further information.




During your child’s time with us we will gather information about them which we
will use for various purposes. A Privacy Notice has been provided to you them in
relation to the use of this information, which is also available on the school
website.

Our Privacy Notice can be viewed on our Website under Key Information,
Policies.

There are some things that we cannot do unless you tell us that we can. We have
set these out in the tables attached. Please could you read this form very carefully
and tick the appropriate options. This will let us know which of these things you
are happy for us to do, and which you are not.

If you are not happy for us to do any of the things in the tables attached then this
will not affect your child’s place at the Holyoakes Field First School. You are
completely free to refuse to provide your consent to any of these things. You do
not have to provide reasons for refusing your consent, but we are happy for you to
give us additional information if you choose to so that we understand any
concerns that you have and can take appropriate steps where necessary.

Photographs and Videos

The school may provide photographs or videos to the media or we may be visited by the
media to supply these where permissions have been granted by parents. At times par-
ents are given permission to take photographs. Once these have been supplied or taken
the school has no control over these but does take seriously the potential misuse of
these if then supplied to a third party or posted on social media.



