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National Year of Reading 2026

Here at Holyoakes we are ‘going all in’ to get behind the national
drive to inspire our children to get reading. We will be following this

National

initiative in school so why not get behind it too. Use the link below Year of
Reading

to listen to Nick Sharratt reading ‘Caveman Dave'.

National Year of Reading 2026 - The Children's Literacy Charity

The National Yedr of Reading 2026 which is jointly led by the De-
partment for Education and the National Literacy Trust, aims to
tackle the decline in reading enjoyment.

Redding for pleasure is so much more than a hobby - it's a crucial
part of a child's development, linked to improved wellbeing, literdcy

skills and even higher edrnings later in life.

The dedicated National Year of Reading Go All In website and cal-
endar of events are now live, providing a roadmap of inspiration for

families and schools throughout the year. So please do take a look

and help us to engage all our young people in a love of reading.

A heads up about World Book Day.....

This year World Book Day is on Tkursddg 5th March. We know how much our
children look forward to this day. This year we are promoting ‘Bedtime Stories’ WORLD
and to kelp set the scene, louloils can come to school dressed in their pyjamas.

Please note this is en‘tirelg olo'tional, louloils can come into school in their usual BOOI<

school uniform or just bring in a dressing gown to wear over their uniform and .
still take part in the planned activities. DA.Y

This will be a fun way for us to celebrate our love of books to- Sl
ge'tker both at school and at home. To help run the 'Bedtime

Story’ sessions, we are looking for a few parent volunteers to

come and work alongside staff to run these special story
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I you are interested and can spare some time o(uuring World Book Day loleo\se m

email the school office to register your interest at

office@holyoakes.bmat.co.uk

More information about how we will be celebrating World Book day


https://thechildrensliteracycharity.org.uk/national-year-of-reading-2026/
https://goallin.org.uk/

Support for families

As part of our local offer, we are really committed to working
with families to help build a shared understanding about differ-
ent areas of need that children may present with. On Tuesday
20th January, Miss Chance our SENCO held a successful SEND
coffee afternoon for parents looking specifically at ADHD. This was both well attended and
well received with parents commenting positively on how informative this was. The next SEND
coffee afternoon will take place on Tuesday 24th February at 2.00pm. It will focus on ADHD &

sleep. A reminder will be sent nearer the time. We are really interested to hear from you about

areds of SEND that you would like us to focus on in future. Your feedback helps make sure we

can focus on areas that families would find most useful.
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Parking...... Parents Evening....
We continue to receive complaints from local residents Our next parents evening will
about inconsiderate and dangerous parking. We are Wednesday 11th and Thursday 12th

again having to ask that parents are considerate when Februo\ra from 3.30pm.

parking around the school site, parking further dway

and walking up Cookridge Close where possible. A "How to’ bookin9 guide has been

iled t 5, d
We dppreciate the added pressure of the building work J L R

and construction traffic, however we ask that you do Sy iPcessing Jour WCEHARP.

not block pavements, residents driveways or park on pledse contact the school office.
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Please show consideration towards families who need to
loalrk closer to school due to ohsabxll’cy or medical needs.
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Bumped heads in school .......
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From Mor\dol_t, 26th January, we will be introducing an additional measure to further
strengthen our existing first aid procedures when treating head bumps in school.

o Any pupil who suffers a head bump will be issued with a "red bumped head wrist-
band".

o A red wristband will be given to any child who has been seen by a first aider having
had a bump to dny part of their body from the neck upwards (including eyes, ears,

nose, lilos etc).

o Staff will continue to share information with other staff and speak with parents at
the end of the day as appropriate however this additional measure will ensure that
all adults working in school, are alert to any head bumlos or injuries that may have
occurred.

«  This will medn that even if there is a change of staff in class or the child attends
an after school club or Funzone, they will remain on the radar of dny supervising
adults/ school staff. 1t will make it visible to all adults working in school that a
head bump has occurred.

o Parents will still receive a text from the school informing them that their child has
bumped their head.

o The wristband simply provides an additional mechanism through which parents can
see that one of our First Aiders has assessed their child and at the time it was not
thought necessary to refer him/her for further attention.

o The wristband will have the date of the incident.

e Children will be told that this band must remain on their wrist until they get home
to show parents/carers, including if they attend an after school club.

o Pledse be assured that if the injury is assessed as movre serious then we would immedi-
ately contact parents dnd emergency services as appropriate.

If your child has had a head bump or injured

Keeping

themselves over the weekend and comes into children safe
is everyone's

school with a bruise or other signs of injury, it is responZibility

really useful if you can let the school know O ™ = W 7D 7B A
s - - g

about this. This helps with both our first aid

procedures as well as our safequarding procedures.



After the HUGE success of last year, the Worcester Brick Fesfival returns on 8th
February, and it's gearing up to be the biggest brick-fasfic celebration for LEGO fans!
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Book now ot www.WorcesterBrickFesfival.com

Save the date: 8th February
Where: University of Worcester Arena

Find out more = www BrickFestivalEvents.con




