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Welcome to Holyoakes Field First School

Holyoakes is a well established and successful school with a rich and interesting history. The school joined
Bordesley Multi Academy Trust (BMAT) in May 2019 before relocating to a brand-new lourloose-built builo(ing
in Brockhill in Selo'tember 2022.

As a first school, we admit pupils between the ages of three and nine. A child’s first experiences of school dre
very important. We strive to instil a genuine love of learning in all our pupils so that they go on to be confi-
dent and independent learners. The memories that our children dccumulate whilst they are with us are what
gives the school its hedrt. We take a huge amount of pride in our school and the most important individuals
within it, the children! How children learn is as important as what they are learning; we strive for that learn-
ing to be engaging, enjoyable and meaningful. We look forward to celebrating their achievements both in and
out of the classroom with you their parents and carers.

I hope that you are able to find all of the information you need and that the prospectus and website provide
you a good insight into our school.

I look forward to meeting you and being part of your child’s learning journey.

Mrs Tasnim Koser

Headteacher

What is it like to attend this school?

A culture of nurture and care permeates in all areas of everyday life at Holyoakes Field First
School. Staff have the highest expectations for every child and want them to have the best
possible start to education. Children flourish and do well. This includes disadvantaged pupils
and those with special educational needs and /or disabilities (SEND).
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About Us

Holyoakes Field First School is a welcoming, forward looking
and inclusive school. Our pupils are at the heart of everything
we do. Children, staff, parents, carers and governors share
enormous pride in our school. The opportunities offered inspire
our children to come to school each day; motivated, enthusias-
tic and ready to learn.

Our core values of respect, freedom, responsibilit_\,, hor\estg, First School and Nursery
courage and hope underpin our curriculum. Our motto of being
d 'Happy, Friendly, Fun and Safe’ environment for children,
families and staff is indicative of the school’s positive culture
and ethos.

WELCOME TO
Holyoakes Field

Prior to re-locating to Brockhill, Holyoakes Field First School served the
community in dnd around Bridge Street for over 100 yeavrs. Originally,
the school consisted of three separate schools; Bridge Street Infants
School, Bridge Street Girls School and Bridge Street Boys School.

This provides the school with a rich and interesting local history, ena-
bling pupils to consider the impact of national events such as Ww2 or
the late Queen’s coronation on the school community. The move to a
brand-new purpose-built school provides fantastic opportunities to
extend the breddth and quality of our curriculum even further whilst
building connections between the old and new site. A special historic
legacy connection has been forged through the naming of the main
road into the housing development after Edward Henry Pullen, a for-
mer tedcher of the school who lost his life in battle during Ww1.. This
development occupies the previous Lowans Hill Farm site.
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Vision Statement

At Holyoakes, our vision simply is to ‘empower’ our pupils so that they acquire the necessary knowledge, skills
and dispositions needed to realise and fulfil their potential.

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds

o By being a Happy, Friendly, Fun and safe place to be.

. By building a strong learning community based on our core values, culture and ethos.
° By offering an evolving, exciting and ambitious curriculum rooted on our core values, culture and
ethos.

Holyoakes Field First School

Cookridge Close

Redditch

B97 6HF Email: office@holyoakes.bmat.co.uk
Tel: 01527 62928

Website: www.holyoakes.worcs.sch.uk




Admission and Transfer Arrangements

Worcestershire County Council conducts the admissions and transfer systems.

Admission to Foundation Stage (Nurser

Pupils are admitted to Nursery three times during the
dcddemic year. This is normally the term after they
turn 3.

Regardless of when a child starts, parents will be of-
fered the opportunity to visit with their child and

Admissions to Foundation Stage (Receptio

Most children transfer from Nursery to Reception however,
attendance in Nursery does not necessarily guarantee a place
in one of our Reception classes. Admission criteria are set and
administered by the County Admissions Office and are de-
tailed in the booklet sent to all parents.

This can also be found at

have a chat with the Nursery teacher. Pupils remain in

Nursery until they start Reception Class. www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions.

Families eligible for 30 hours funding can apply for a
full time Nursery place. More information about this is
available on the Nursery admissions page of the web-
site.

Our Nursery - Holyoakes Field First School (bmat.co.uk)

Access and Inclusion

Our new site and building can accommodate the
needs of any pupil who may have additional physi-
cal needs. As part of our commitment to full and
effective inclusion for all pupils, all reasonable ad-
justments will be made to support pupils with addi-
tional needs.

of transition arrangements

At the end of edch school year pupils will spend two
days with their new class teacher in preparation for the
following september.

Transfer from Reception to Year One

year 1 curriculum, whilst others may need a little extra support.

Transfer to Middle School

er school

Transfer from ano

During the first half-term, year one staff will structure the timetable
carefully to enable pupils to build up to the more formal aspects of the
year 1 curriculum incrementally. A range of adult directed tasks, child
initiated and collaborative dctivities are planned alongside some continu-
ous provision. Some pupils adjust very quickly to the expectations of the

During the Autumn term of your child’s last year with us, you will receive

You and your child will be invited to view
the school, meet staff and the Head
Teacher.

Applications have to be made through
Worcestershire County Council by complet-
ing a CA1 form. This can be found at

also spend two whole days at their new middle school in July.

www.worces‘terskire.gov.uk/sckoololo(missions.
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information about Middle School transfer. You will be invited to visit
local middle schools to enable you to specify your choices in order of
preference. Once middle school pldces have been confirmed in April, mid-
dle school colleagues visit and meet with their prospective pupils. Pupils


https://holyoakes.bmat.co.uk/our-school/our-nursery/
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions

The School Day

School Day

Nursery:
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Morning session - 8:30-11:30 am

Lunch 11.30-12.15

Breakfast Club

From September 2026, all primary age pupils will be entitled
to access free breakfast provision. This will be based in the
school hall from 8.15 am each morning. Parents will be re-
quired to book online, in advance.

School Attendance

Regular attendance and arriving in good time at the start
of edch day is essential if young children are to make good
educational progress and oievelop strong relo\’tionskilos. It

also helps establish good habits for life. Every day counts!

Reporting Pupil Absence

In the case of illness, pledse telephone the school office on
01527 62928 or text on 07860005187 as soon ds possible on
the first day your child is unwell. If we do not hear from
you a text will be sent asking you to call.

If your child is vomiting or has had didrrhoea due to a
virus please keep him/her away from school for 48 hours
after the last episode.

Late Arrival

Arrival after 8:45dm is regarded as late and parents are
required to sign their children in at the school office.

Late Collectio

It is important that pupils are collected on time at the end
of edach day. Children can often become upset and anxious
if a parent or carer is late. If you have been unavoidably
delayed please get in touch with the school office so that
we can reassure your child. If o parent is repeatedly late a
late collection charge may be incurred.

Wrdparound Care

Funzone care for children from Holyoakes Field First school
from 7.30 dam until school starts and then again from 3:00
pm until 6:00 pm after school during term time. They also
operate a holiday club between 7:30 am and 6:00 pm  dur-
ing school holidays.

Email: funzone@hotmail.co.uk

Holidays

We strongly discourage parents from taking their children
out of school during term time as this can affect their ac-
ademic progress. Leave of absence will only be granted in

exceptional circumstances.

Main School: 8:30-3:00pm
Regis‘tration: 8:45am

Term dates can be found on our website.

Term Dates - Holxjoolkes Field First School (bmat.co.uk)

Medical

Please let us know if your child has a diagnosed medical
condition. Depending on the nature of the condition, we
may need to complete a health care plan. Children suffer-
ing from Asthma or allergies will need to have their own
clearly labelled medication in school with a completed

medical form supplied by the office.

Appointments

Where possible we ask that dental, medical and other ap-
pointments are made outside of school hours. On the odd
occasion that this is not possible a note may be sent to
school along with o copy of the appointment letter/card
prior to the day of absence.

Headlice

All schools have problems with headlice and it is therefore
advisable to reqularly check your child’s hair. We recom-
mend that children with long hair wear it tied back das a

preve ntative medsure.

If you do find headlice in your child's hair please inform
your child’s class teacher straight away.

Wellbeing
We promote dctive and healthy lifestyles through the

school curriculum. Please support us by ensuring your child
gets plenty of exercise and eats a healthy diet. It is im-
portant that your child bring a bottle of water to school
to keep them hydrated throughout the day.

Excessive screen time can have a negative impact on chil-
dren. Please monitor your child'’s television viewing and dig-
ital gaming/ tablet use with care dnd ensure that children
get a good nights sleep so they come to school refreshed
and ready to learn.

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds
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Safe‘tg & Security

In line with our safequarding procedures
all parents and visitors will be asked to
sign in prior to entering the school by

the main entrance.

Letters and newsletters are
publisheo{ on the school website
and emailed to all parents.
Please ensure we have correct
contact details ensuring that
the school office is informed of
any changes to address, phone

For the safety of all our pupils we re-

quest that parents/carers driving their
children to and from school by car ob-
serve the zigzdg lines outside our school

and park a safe distance away from ‘ number or email.

Cookridge Close. Parents in Partnership The dates and times of key
Priority should be given to parents/ car- Parents dre encourdged to be fully involved events and activities are P“b_
ers dnd dny children with additional in the life of the school. This can include lished on the school calendar
needs to gain sdfe dccess and to enable helping out at special events, reading with which can be found on the

school transport vehicles to enter school. pupils or even helping out with the school
gardens. If you dre able to spare some time
to volunteer in school, please get in touch

with the school office.

school website.

Dogs are not allowed on the school site,
other than quide dogs.

So\fegudro(ing

All staff are trained in effective safequarding pro-
cedures and practice and follow the guidelines set
out in the school’s safequarding policy to ensure
children’s safety and wellbeing at all times.

We work closely with families and all agencies in-
volved and strive to provide positive opportunities
for all our children and families.

Statutory policies are available on the school web-

site. Paper copies of dny documents can be request-

ed from the school office if necessary. Pupil Premium & Free School Meals check

From September 2026, all children in households receiv-
ing Universal Credit in England will qualify for free

school meals, regardless of household income.
Parent Consultations and Reports

Parents dnd carers have the opportunity to discuss Eligibility by Year Group
their child's progress with his or her teacher each Reception, Year 1, and Year 2: All children automatically
term. receive free school meals under the Universal Infant Free

School Meals (UIFSM) policy. No o\lololico\‘tion or income
check is required, though o\[ololjing cdn help schools re-

ceive additional Pupil Premium funding.

Letters will be emailed out with dates and times prior
to each set of parent consultation meetings.

An annual report recording your child’s progress and
dchievements will be sent out in July. Yeadr 3 and above (Key Stdge 2 and secondary school):

Parents are encouraged to ring the school office if Eligibili’c:, is primarily based on household receipt

they need to meet with their child’s class teacher at of Universal Credit. From September 2026, the previous
£7,400 net earnings threshold is removed, meaning all

any other time in the year.
UC households qualify regardless of income

We ask that parents avoid catching up with teachers
at the start of the day and relay any urgent mes- Free School Meals 2026: Who Qualifies and How to
sages via the school office. This ensures that lessons Apply

and learning activities start on time.

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds


https://govexplained.co.uk/family-and-childcare/schools/free-school-meals-who-qualifies-and-how-to-apply/
https://govexplained.co.uk/family-and-childcare/schools/free-school-meals-who-qualifies-and-how-to-apply/

Uniform

Uniform

Girls - Red loolo shirt, grey skirt or trousers, royo\l blue sweat-
shirt or cardigan (blue and white checked dress in summer -

optional)

P.E. Kit Indoor/Summer: White t-shirt, black shorts and

pumps.

P.E. Kit Outdoor/Winter: black hoodie, blackJoggmg bottoms, For health & safe'tj reasons, children
black pumps

should not wear jewellery in school. If pupils
have stud edrrings, these will need to be
removed or have tape on them during P.E.

Boys - Red polo shirt, grey trousers, royal blue sweatshirt (grey
shorts in summer optional).

P.E. Kit Indoor/Summer: White t-shirt, black/shorts and . . A .
If pupils do wear jewellery, it is at parent’s

Pu.mPS. H {
P.E. Kit Outdoor/Winter: black hoodie, black Jjogging bottoms, o 7R3 ael i seiosl il gt dele

black pumps
PE kit should be kept in a small P.E/ pump bag

PE kit must be kept in school at all times, it will sent home
from time to time for washing.

Please ensure you provide a blue cap rather than a designer /
football/ cartoon character cap. These get swapped and lost
and this can be very upsetting and expensive!

responsibility for injury or loss.

Food and Drink MY HEALTHY CHECKLIST
Breakfast yM s 2

From September 2026, all primary age pupils will be entitled to access free breakfast provi-
sion. This will be based in the school hall from 8.15 am each morning. Parents will be re-
quired to book online, in advance.

Break Time

The school encourdges and supports children edting a healthy diet and therefore children in Early Years and Key Stdge 1 are
provided with a piece of fruit ds a snack edch day free of charge. Older children may dlso be able to have a piece of fruit if they
wish. Children may bring their own piece of fresh or dried fruit (e.q. raisons), or vegetables e.q. cucumber, carrot. However nuts,
cereal bars or packaged snack items MUST not be sent in to consume during break time.

Lunchtime

Children can pay for a hot medl or bring a packed lunch into school (clearly marked). A drink of water may be brought into
school; please ensure that water bottles (no larger than 750 ml) are sent in a non-breakable, non-spill bottle. Please note, we do
not allow sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks in school.

School dinners are free to all children in Reception, Yedr 1 and Yedr 2. There is a daily charge for children in Year 3 and Year 4.

Clubs

At Holyoakes Field First School we aim to provide all our
children with da range of additional opportunities so
that they can develop active lifestyles and develop new
interests.

We offer a range of lunch time and out-of-school clubs
and encourdge the children to become fully involved in
all the school can offer.

Detdils of the clubs offered appear on regular newslet-
ters dnd on the school website.

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds



Curriculum

Curriculum Organisation

Our curriculum is designed to enthuse and inspire our
pupils and instil a real passion for learning that will
enable them to succeed in education and life. Our
curriculum dims to provide the very best foundations
for all our children and do so in a way that takes
account of their different dnd sometimes individual
interests dand needs.

The National Curriculum provides the school with the
outline of knowledge, skills and understanding that

we dre required to teach in school.

We aim to teach our curriculum in an engaging, inter-
esting and stimulating way, primarily through a the-
matic approach. Many of our topics change regularly
to excite and stimulate the children in their learning.

Our planning and teaching ensures that the children
make progress within their learning against key skills,
as well as deepening their knowledge and understand-
ing of the different subjects, as they move through
the school.

We also offer many wider opportunities beyond the
classroom to broaden and enrich the curriculum for

our children.

Special Educational Needs, Disabilitu and Inclusio

Some children can have short or longer term diffi-
culties in one or more areds of the curriculum. We
work closely with parents so any difficulties can be
identified early on and the correct support provid-
ed.

Where pupils have more complex needs, we will con-
sult other agencies and professionals to ensure we
can ao{o\pt our provision to meet their needs; ensur-
ing they too can dccess a full and inclusive curricu-
lum. This may also involve working with an outreach
team to seek additional advice and secure the cor-
rect provision for pupils who may have an identified

disabilitj.

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds



Curriculum

Religious Education

Religious Education is non denominational. Eve-
ry day pupils attend a collective dct of worship.
Parents have the right to withdraw their child
from religious education and/or collective wor-
ship, but must arrange to discuss their decision
with the Headteacher first so that alternative
arrangements can be made.

Personal, social, health and relationship education is
about children’s physical, social and emotional devel-
opment. It is taught through a planned personal,
social and health education programme and stresses
the importance of family life, stable and loving rela-
tionships, respect, love and cave.

Further details are available on the school website.

Homework

We believe that the purpose of homework is to enable pupils to
revise and deepen learning that has taken place in school. It
also helps children to develop self-discipline and take owner-
ship for their learning.

Redding on a daily basis at home is essential if children are to
develop fluency and good comprehension skills. Where possible
this should be with an adult or older siblir\g, especially whilst
children are still in the early stages of their reading journey.
We want all children to develop a real passion for reading as
an important life long skill.

Most homework tasks dare designed to encourage children to
develop a wider range of skills including organisational and
research skills. Choice and variety is also important, therefore
homework tasks are set on a half-termly basis allowing chil-
dren to work through them in any order, at their own pace.
We believe that a gentle introduction to homework will enable
children to be well prepared for the demands of middle and
high school.

Empowering Young Minds to Become Great Minds



Support for Parents/Carers and Families

Professionals make reqular visits to classes to provide
staff with professional ddvice dnd support our children
and their families

slgeech Thempist

Our Speech Therapist visits the school weekly and works
closely with staff and families.

Educational Esychologisj

Our Educational Psgckologist lorovides specia\lis‘l: dssess-
ment and advice for children with more complex needs.

Attendance Officer

Our Attendance Officer closely monitors attendance
and punctuality and works with

families to promote the best possible attendance for all
pupils.

Positive Behaviours

At Holyoakes Fielded we believe that the best way to en-
courdge good standards of behaviour is to establish and

maintain a clear code of conduct, enhanced by a bal-
anced combination of rewards and sanctions within a
(oosi'tive commur\i't5 o\'tmoslokere.

We aim to support pupils to develop the necessary skills
and dispositions they need to regulate their emotions. we
encourdge all children to develop self-discipline and the
ability to make reasoned choices about their behaviour

and dccept responsibility for their own actions.

We also aim to raise both adult and child self-esteem,

self-image, through the development of supportive and
positive relationships. An adult or child with good self-

esteem will be confident in their ability to succeed.

Early Help

Parents can be signposted to a wide range of support
from findnce and budgeting to parenting support in
order for parents to maintain good mental health and
wellbeing. Virtudl Family Hub | Worcestershire County

Council

Children’s Services

The school has a number of trdined designated safe-
guarding leads who are able to support and guide par-
ents and families who may be experiencing difficulties
which if ignored could impact on a young child’s ability
to thrive and reach expected milestones. We work closely
with children’s services and aim to provide non-
judgemental support and guidance to a family before
they get to crisis point.

Virtual Family

Hub

WORCESTERSHIRE v. "
vRTURL FamLy Hos Y

or
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https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/council-services/childrens-social-care/virtual-family-hub

Polite Notice

We aim to treat all members of our school community courteously at all times and expect our
staff to be tredted in the same manner. We take seriously dny threatening, abusive or violent
behaviour against any of our staff. If anyone is threatening or abusive, they will be asked to
leave the premises and the governing body will be notified of the incident.

Please also refer to our Parental Behaviour Policy on the website for
further information.

Our Policies - Holyoakes Field First School (bmat.co.uk)

Respect Freedom Courage Hope
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https://holyoakes.bmat.co.uk/our-policies/

GDPR Statement:

During your child’s time with us we will gather information about them which we will use for various purposes.

A Privacy Notice has been provided to you in relation to the use of this information, which is also available

on the school website.
Our Privacy Notice can be viewed on our Website

There are some things that we cannot do unless you tell us that we can. This information will be provided to
you at the point of admission so that you can let us know which of these things you are happy for us to do,

and which you are not.

This will not affect your child's place at the Holyoakes Field First School. You dre completely free to refuse to
provide your consent for any of these things.

You do not have to provide reasons for refusing your consent, but we are happy for you to give us additional
information if you choose to so that we understand any concerns that you have and can take appropriate

steps where necessary.
Photographs and Videos

The school may provide photographs or videos to the media or we may be visited by the media to supply these
where permissions have been granted by parents. For safequarding reasons, parents are not permitted to take
photos when in school.

y 1y !}

Holyoakes Field First School

Cookridge Close

Redditch

B97 6HF  Email: office@holyoakes.bmat.co.uk
Tel: 01527 62928

Website: www.holyoakes.worcs.sch.uk
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